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Awards Presented at Fine Furnishings Providence Show
The Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Providence recently completed its twelfth run and has announced the winners of the best-of-show awards. The exhibition, which took place October 26 – 28 at the Rhode Island Convention Center, presented the handcrafted work of over 250 artisans from across North America. 
Karla Little, the show’s owner and producer commented, “ The judges spent over 6 hours looking at hundreds of booths and thousands of pieces of spectacular work. They did a wonderful job selecting and honoring masterful design and craftsmanship exhibited in the work that was awarded.” Judges for the best in show awards included Bill VanSiclen, Arts Editor at the Providence Journal; Jan Shephard, Editor of the New England Crafts Connoisseur; and Melissa Buchanan, the assistant curator of decorative arts at the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) Museum. 
Carl Schlerman from Crimson Asphalt of Williamsburg, Massachusetts won best in show for his body of work in a contemporary style for his bold new bedroom collection. Brian Boggs of Berea, Kentucky won the award for best in show for his body of work in a traditional style. The twig coffee table designed and handcrafted by Jason Henderson of Bolton Landing, New York was named the best piece of contemporary furniture. A dramatic Grecian style day bed built by A. Thomas Walsh of West Stockbridge, Massachusetts was awarded best single piece of furniture in a traditional style. Student awards went to Kevin Mack from the North Bennet Street School for best traditional furniture piece and Zeke Leonard from RISD for best contemporary furniture piece. Peter Thompson of Cornville, Maine won the Marc Harrison award for marketing excellence for his welcoming presentation. The best in show accessory award went to Liz Alpert Fay of Sandy Hook, Connecticut for her textile art. Jacquelyn Rice and Uosis Juodvalkis from Gild the Lily of Prescott, Arizona won best in show original art for their original printed designs on wearables and accessories. The best in show fine craft award went to Cara Romano of Cherryfield, Maine for her colorful felted wool and silver jewelry. 
All the exhibitors were pleased with the show and a few offered comments. Furniture maker Bill Huston said, “The show broadened its range of styles and design, while maintaining its excellence in quality. The show's level of high quality craftsmanship has become a given, with the attendees only needing to find the style or design that fits their needs.” Jewelry maker Micki Whelan alleged, "This year's show provided a wonderful showcase for some of the finest craft artists from all over the country. Exhibitors were very pleased with sales and attendance, and shoppers expressed their delight at the quality and variety of handmade work.” This show is high quality, great exposure and takes care of the bottom line.  I'll be back with more stuff next year,” added sculptor Whitmore Boogaerts.
The Thirteenth Annual Fine Furnishings Providence Show will return to the Rhode Island Convention Center on October 24 – 26, 2008. To view examples of the superb work exhibited and to sign up for the Fine Furnishings Enewsletter, visit www.FineFurnishingsShow.com. Exhibitor information is also available online or by calling the show producers at KL Communications: 401-816-0963.

-end-
EDITOR NOTES: 
High resolution images of award winners are available to download at: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/press/best-in-show.php. 

Other images from this year’s show are available here:  
http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/show-information/show-photos.php 
And from the product gallery here:

http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/show-information/photo-gallery-providence.php 
If you don’t find exactly what you want, feel free to make your specific request by reply email. 
Contacts: 
Karla Little, Show Manager 401.816.0963, klittle@finefurnishingsshow.com
Leslie Lindeman, Show Publicist leslie@finefurnishingsshow.com 
