For Immediate Release: October 15, 2007

Awards Presented at Fine Furnishings Milwaukee Show
The Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Milwaukee recently completed its second successful run and has announced the winners of the best-of-show awards. The exhibition, which took place September 29 & 30 at the Midwest Airlines Center, presented handcrafted work of over 150 artisans from across North America. 
During the awards presentation, Karla Little, the show’s owner and producer commented, “ all the work at the show was spectacular, I’m glad I didn’t have to select the winners from the breadth of quality furniture, fine craft, and art exhibited, but our judges did a great job of honoring the best.” Judges for the best in show awards included Bruce Pepich, Executive Director and Curator of Collections of the Racine Art Museum; Nancy Herrick, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel Entrée Editor; and Leslie Dohr of Kahler Slater Architects and the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) Wisconsin chapter. Bruce Pepich had this to say about the judging process, “We all felt that the overall quality of the show was so high that at first it seemed such a daunting process to single out the best. We were looking for craftsmanship, innovation and different intellectual approaches. Because of the nature of the exhibition, we were also seeking works that equally dealt with form and functionality. We kept asking ourselves; how we would use it, what would it go with, how would people interact and live with these objects. In the end, we truly felt that we selected those exhibitors who were at the top of their game.”
James Borden from Timeshapes of Zumbrota, Minnesota won best in show for his body of work in a contemporary style for his incredibly beautiful wooden clock sculptures. Gary Keener of New Carlisle, Ohio won the award for best in show for his body of work in a traditional style. The fiberart atomic egg side table designed and handcrafted by Anne Bossert of Fort Collins, Colorado was named the best piece of contemporary furniture. A sculptural chair built by Michael Doerr of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin was awarded best single piece of furniture in a traditional style. Brian Boggs of Berea, Kentucky, who built a complete chair from start to finish during the show, won the Marc Harrison award for marketing excellence. The best in show accessory award went to Kelly Marshall of Minneapolis, Minnesota for her handwoven textiles. Andrew McAleese of West Terre Haute, Indiana won best in show fine art for his intarsia patterned wall hangings. The first best in show fine craft award went to Elizabeth Garvin of New York, New York for her exquisite jewelry.
All the exhibitors were pleased with the show and a few offered comments. “You have done a wonderful job with media exposure and selecting a fine diversity of artists and mediums to build a show that was very exciting for the public to view,” said furniture maker and sculptor Al Buss of Grafton, Wisconsin. Paul Zurowski, partner in Sawbridge Studios of Chicago exclaimed, “We were so impressed by the breadth and quality of work available at the Fine Furnishings Show in Milwaukee. In fact, we were able to source several artisans to feature full-time in our Chicago studios. Those who attended the show were amazed at the level of craftsmanship available from these purely American artisans. This is what "green" is all about!  Responsible individuals using sustainable domestic resources to their fullest extent - and then building in quality that will ensure the pieces will last for generations! I think anyone, designers included, would be foolish to ignore this show, even if they're not shopping for specific items or projects. This is the place to "bookmark" resources for the future.”
Attendees also expressed their appreciation of the show, which is a unique offering for residents of the Milwaukee area. Ronald E Jacquart of Elm Grove, Wisconsin commented, “The Fine Furnishings show was a wonderful surprise. I was expecting to find a few things that might interest me since I am in the process of constructing a condo on the east side of Milwaukee. As it turned out, most all of the exhibitors had marvelous items that would appeal to a broad spectrum of the attendees. I bought several items that will showcase my new place and I am having two tables made. I can’t wait for next year’s show after I’ve been in my new home for awhile so I can find items to round out my living space.” 
The Third Annual Fine Furnishings Milwaukee Show will return to the Midwest Airlines Center on September 27 & 28, 2008. To view examples of the superb work exhibited and to sign up for the Fine Furnishings Enewsletter, visit www.FineFurnishingsShow.com. Exhibitor information is also available online or by calling the show producers at KL Communications: 401-816-0963.
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EDITOR NOTES: 
High resolution images of award winners are available to download at: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/press/best-in-show.php. 
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