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Everything is Coming Up “Green” at this Fall’s Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Shows

“What could be greener than buying something once to enjoy for the rest of your life?” That fortuitous comment was made recently by Brooklyn, Wisconsin based furniture maker David Redwine, who will be exhibiting at the Third Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Milwaukee over the weekend of September 27 & 28 at the Midwest Airlines Center. The sentiment expressed is shared by many of the show’s exhibitors. David Young, a furniture maker from Solon, Iowa states, “I think the point can be made that, even though we may use wood that is perhaps rare, the construction techniques employed result in a piece of furniture that lasts decades or even lifetimes, thus in the end, saving forests from future use.”
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All the furniture, accessories, fine art and crafts offered at the Milwaukee as well as the thirteenth annual Providence show, set to take place at the Rhode Island Convention Center on October 24 – 26, are designed and hand made to withstand the test of time. A few more examples of particularly green products follow. 

“We are totally green,” says Woodworker David Stine of Dow, Illinois. David harvests his logs from his own sustainably managed forest or from local arborists who would otherwise haul them to the landfill. He spreads the byproduct sawdust and shavings on local fields for added organic matter and he heats his home, shop and hot water with waste wood, shavings, and bark from shop activities. Finally, he runs his delivery truck, shop tractor, and personal vehicle on waste vegetable oil that is recycled from local restaurants.  
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Sherri Lindsay of Pittsburg, Kansas couldn't create her eggshell mosaic jewelry without recycled chicken eggshells. She says, “I'm often asked by concerned customers whether the shells are indeed recycled, and I'm happy to say ‘Absolutely!’” From her early days experimenting with eggshell mosaic, she has taken pride in the fact that the shells are leftovers being kept from a landfill. Though she scoured cookbooks and websites for recipes requiring eight eggs or more, she remained more artist than cook at heart while her husband endured more than his share of frittatas and lemon bars. However, her cats seemed happy to help out by occasionally eating her scrambled eggs. As her interest in the art form grew, she shared her new venture with family, friends and neighbors, who generously contributed their own leftover shells. Though she now has quite a cache, nine years later, it still puts a smile on her face to come home and find a carton full of leftover eggshells on her porch.

Against an inspiring backdrop of Vermont's natural beauty, ClearLake Furniture handcrafts fine hardwood heirlooms, one piece at a time. Master craftsman and proprietor of the Ludlow, Vermont business, Brent Karner heads up a crew of fine woodworkers who are all committed to social and environmental responsibility. Using FSC-certified woods, they are currently working on several LEED projects that dictate the highest standards in sustainable building. ClearLake has been hired by NRG Energy Systems, a wind energy company in Vermont, and the Vermont Forestry Service to build "green" furniture for their offices. Karner and his team go to great lengths to maintain high ethics. The added work and attention to extreme detail, says Karner, is "an investment in the future of the next generation."
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Deborah Goldhaft of Fire & Ice Studio in Pawtucket, Rhode Island is introducing a line of eco-friendly giftware that reuses empty wine bottles from bars in Providence that are not being recycled due to fees the city charges to recycle. Rather than have them thrown into the trash, Deborah is etching the bottles in a variety of designs. Personal messages and sayings can be added to create personal "Messages ON a Bottle" for parties, weddings, anniversaries or reasonably priced personalized gifts. “Fire & Ice Studio is thinking globally and acting locally,” commented Deborah. Fire & Ice Studio is an architectural art glass business that does custom designed etched plate glass and mirror. Glass is a green commodity that is recyclable and they re-use glass and mirror as often as possible.   

 Paul Morrison, of the Wood Cycle in Oregon, Wisconsin says, “We’re about as green as it gets.” Besides working in renewable material that is durable enough in design and construction to last for generations, they serve the southern Wisconsin market with products grown from locally grown hardwoods, over half from urban timber (people's back yards, even the Wisconsin State Capital Lawn).  They saw the logs, dry the lumber in a solar kiln, and then custom design products that best suit the individual customers and their lumber. Sawdust goes to animal bedding, bark to mulch the yard and scrap wood to heat the shop and home. All of this takes place on a restored farmstead. They recently moved their primary barn, which houses the shop and showroom, across the fields from a development site to give it a new life in the country. It has since been renovated into a totally green furniture making shop. 
“Being Green” is the theme of a series of new paintings being unveiled by Painter Kristy Goggio of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin at the Milwaukee show. As we are all painfully aware, we need to be better stewards of our planet.  Kristy believes that through the use of art, and the way she delivers poignant messages through humor and allegory, people will walk away with a clear message expressed through two of our primal instincts; art and humor. Her paintings of quirky & fun-loving birds encompass word play and phrases as an integral part of the works with birds as the communicators. Whether the topic covers eco-concerns created with recycled materials, or proverbial words of wisdom, these birds wear their emotions on their beak! Kristy’s 20 plus years as a painter are evident in her sophisticated surface treatment and ability to convey emotions in her super-simplified birds.
Furniture maker Jeffrey Lind of South Berwick, Maine was green before the term was coined, but this year he converted is off-grid workshop to solar photovoltaic power that is renewable and clean. Add to that the use of certified plantation grown lumber and his work is approaching 100% renewable. As a registered tree farm, he is also helping to offset greenhouse gas emissions.
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3rd Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Milwaukee

Midwest Airlines Center, 400 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee Wisconsin

September 27 & 28, 2008

Saturday 10 am – 6 pm

Sunday 10 am – 5 pm

Tickets: Adult one day $10, two days $15, children under 12 free

Website: www.FineFurnishingsShows.com

Telephone: 401 816-0963
The Third Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show, Milwaukee presents a marketplace for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories and original art to the public and designer trade professionals located in the Milwaukee, Door County, Madison and Chicago area. It is the only show of its kind in the Midwestern United States. The show occupies 30,000 square feet at the Midwest Airline Center. Over 150 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work. For more information visit FineFurnishingsShows.com or call 401-816-0963. 

13th Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Providence

Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, Rhode Island, 1 Sabin Street, Providence, RI
October 24 - 26, 2008

Friday 10 am – 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am – 6 pm

Sunday 10 am – 5 pm

Tickets: Adult one day $10, any two days $15, children under 12 free

Website: www.FineFurnishingsShows.com

Telephone: 401 816-0963

The Thirteenth Annual Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show, Providence presents a marketplace for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories and original art to the public and designer trade professionals. It is the only show of its kind in all of New England. Over 200 artisans from across the North America will exhibit and sell their work to the public and trade. For more information visit FineFurnishingsShows.com or call 401-816-0963. 

More…

Homeowners, art lovers, fine craft collectors, interior designers and architects should all plan to attend the Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show nearest them to discover an incredible resource for the finest in handcrafted furniture, decorative accessories, fine craft and original art. Talented artisans from across North America display and sell their wares at the venue. Goods may be purchased at the show and special commissions and custom orders are always welcome.

· Collect finely crafted furniture that will become tomorrow’s heirlooms.

· Take home unique home decor items you will not find anywhere else such as rugs, quilts, lamps, mirrors, paintings, sculpture, and much more!

· Meet the artisans, learn about their design process, and buy direct.

· Discover finely crafted wearables, jewelry, glass, ceramics and more.

· Compare the broad range of styles and materials used in the Chair Parade seating.

· Be inspired by professionally designed room settings filled with an array of furniture and accessories from various exhibitors.
“We were so impressed by the breadth and quality of work available at the Fine Furnishings Show in Milwaukee. In fact, we were able to source several artisans to feature full-time in our Chicago studios. Those who attended the show were amazed at the level of craftsmanship available from these purely American artisans. This is what "green" is all about! Responsible individuals using sustainable domestic resources to their fullest extent - and then building in quality that will ensure the pieces will last for generations! I think anyone, designers included, would be foolish to ignore this show. This is the place to "bookmark" resources for the future.” - Paul Zurowski, Sawbridge Studios, Chicago, IL
“The 2007 show broadened its range of styles and design, while maintaining its excellence in quality. The show's level of high quality craftsmanship has become a given, with the attendees only needing to find the style or design that fits their needs.” - Bill Huston, Furniture Maker, Portland, ME 

"This year's show provided a wonderful showcase for some of the finest craft artists from all over the country. Shoppers expressed their delight at the quality and variety of handmade work.” - Micki Whelan, Jewelry Maker, Providence, RI
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