For Immediate Release: October 15, 2007
Awards Presented at Fine Furnishings Milwaukee Show
The Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show - Milwaukee recently completed its third successful run and has announced the winners of the best-of-show awards. The exhibition, which took place September 27 & 28 at the Midwest Airlines Center, presented handcrafted work of artisans from across North America. During the awards presentation, Karla Little, the show’s owner and producer commented, “There was such an amazing selection of work that our judges took nearly a full day to evaluate every piece of furniture, accessory, fine art and craft at the show. In the end they chose truly magnificent handcrafted pieces as best in show.” Judges for the best in show awards included Rob Bundy, Editor of Milwaukee Home & Fine Living magazine plus ASID designers Hollie Schick and Sandy Weber. Rob was very impressed by the high quality on display at this year’s Fine Furnishings Show. “The wealth of talent assembled at Midwest Airlines Center made the selection process delightfully difficult,” he enthused, “It seems like each year the show gets better and better.”
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And the winners are…Justin Kauffman of Kauffman Fine Furniture in Pendleton, Indiana won Best Traditional Furniture Body of Work. Justin commented, "The show was an excellent opportunity to showcase my furniture, meet with potential clients and talk to fellow furniture makers. It was especially gratifying to be recognized with the Best Traditional Furniture Body of Work award and I look forward to exhibiting again next year." Michael Doerr of Michael Doerr Woodworking in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin won Best Contemporary Furniture Body of Work. Michael commented, "Karla Little and her staff worked long and hard to provide the city of Milwaukee with a first class furniture and craft show. I am pleased to have been honored with an award from her team of qualified judges. This year's show featured many wonderful and talented individuals, coming together from across the nation to show a variety of fine work." Greg Kirby of Kowata Tree in Milwaukee, Wisconsin won Best Contemporary Piece of Furniture for his tall boy chest. Greg had this to say, “It was a very successful show for me. I am pleased that I made some sales and some great contacts, from designers to collectors and other exhibitors.” Gary Keener of G. Keener & Co. in New Carlisle, Ohio won Best Traditional Piece of Furniture for his Carlisle lingerie chest. [image: image2.jpg]



Upon receiving the Marc Harrison Award for Marketing Excellence, Paul Smith of Cathedral Woodworking in Olivet, Michigan said, “It is with pleasure and amazement that I find myself the recipient of the Marc Harrison Award. Much of the credit goes to Karla, Diane and the other crafts people displaying at the show. Their help and inspiration has made me a better furniture designer, builder and business person.” 
…more…
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Nicky Ross and Scott Draves of Door Pottery in Madison, Wisconsin won Best Accessory. Aaron Maes of Rugged Cross Fine Art Woodworking in Arena, Wisconsin won Best Fine Art for “Blue Sky Study – Wind.” Steve & Katie Pflipsen of Pflipsen Glass in River Falls, Wisconsin won Best Fine Craft.
Even exhibitors who did not win awards had positive things to say about the show, including Maureen Gallenberg of Gallenberg, Studio in White Lake, Wisconsin, who said, “We always generate business from this show. In fact, our main revenues last year were generated from leads that came from this show. We turn those leads into continuing year long business.” “This is the best quality show I’ve been to,” says David Stine of David Stine Woodworking in Dow, Illinois, who sold a large live-edge red oak table for about $10,000. “I thought everything was super-professional in this show. The people coming through were very knowledgeable and ready to buy.”  

The Fourth Annual Fine Furnishings Milwaukee Show will return to the Midwest Airlines Center on September 26 & 27, 2009. To view examples of the superb work exhibited and to sign up for the Fine Furnishings Enewsletter, visit www.FineFurnishingsShow.com. Exhibitor information is also available online or by calling the show producers at KL Communications: 401-816-0963.

###

EDITOR NOTES: 

High resolution images of award winners are available to download at: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/press/best-in-show.php. 

Many other images appear throughout our online media center: http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/press/introduction.htm
and product gallery:

http://www.finefurnishingsshow.com/show-information/photo-gallery-milwaukee.php
If you don’t find exactly what you want, feel free to request by reply email. 
Contacts: 
Karla Little, Show Manager 401.816.0963, klittle@finefurnishingsshow.com
Leslie Lindeman, Show Publicist leslie@finefurnishingsshow.com 

